ALPINA B5

CVV O S

This week: Alpina B5 p22
Caterham CSR 260 p24
Chrysler Voyager 2.8 CRD p27
VW Golf 19 TDi Sport p27

Alpina’s quick 5-series, the B5, eschews the M5's V10 and SMG gearbox for a V8 and an auto. It's phenomenal

ALPINABS
PRICE £62,000 (est)
ON SALE Mach 2005

MINUS SX DEGREES centigrade.
Theorange glow from theinformation
readout brings two thingsto the front
of my mind. Firg, that | redly should
have checked the weather forecast
before | packed, and second, some-
thing theman from Alpinasaid which
isnow brought into crisp focus.

Clocking my persistent gaze at the
B5's headline figures of 493bhp and
5161b ft of torque in the bumf, he let
dip that those numberswere achieved
while hot-weather testing in Dubai:
'those are a minimum'. Today, with
dense, freezing air feeding the forced-
induction engine, it should eesly
improve on them.

It's not been the easiest of times

for Alpinarecently. Therewasarisk of
it being outgunned in the extraordi-
nary power race between Germany's
pretige marques. Alpinas findy
crafted driver's cars have struggled
againg a succession of monstrously
torqueyAM G Mercedes. Takethe BIO
(this car's predecessor): like the old
BMW M35, it had anormally aspirated
V8, but with dightly less power. It
offered a subtly different driving expe-
rience to the M5, but few people
redlised that. In order to better define
itdf, Alpina has decided to offer
something else: wherethe new M5 has
10 cylinders, the BS stickswith eight.
The B5 is meant to offer a more
civilised take on the new M5. It'sbeen
tailored mainly for the North American
market, where the mgority of AMG
and M-divison cars are sold, and
whereits conventiona automeatic gear-
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box will be most appreciated.

TheB5redly isaproper BMW: the
Alpina engineers do dl their testing
alongside their BMW counterparts,
and the car is assembled on the same
Dingolfing production line as any 520i
or M5 (its specia mechanicas are
brought to the factory), before return-
ing to the smdl Alpina factory in
Buchloe for finishing.

Lift the bonnet and you'll find awork

of art. The B5S'senginetakes star hilling.

Based on the V8 block from the 745,
Alpinausesitsown internasbut keeps
the BMW top-end and Vanos variable
cam-timing system. Each motor isbuilt
by one engineer. The dever hit is the
addition of a radia compressor - a
form of supercharger and effectively
theintake haf of aturbo - driven by an
advanced planetary gear system with a

151 offsst (which makes the super-

charger more efficient). Alpina keeps
the BMW throttle body, and instdlsone
of itsown 'upstream’. This can be closed
amog totaly at low revs and loads,
whereupon the supercharger impeller
isjust spinning enough to keep going,
to helpreducefud consumption. Anda
very effident bespoke intercooler
keeps the ar intake temperature down
(not that it's necessary today).

The V8 fires up with a deep mur-
mur, and the car will trickle around
with effortless energy to a cultured
sounditrack. But snap open the throttle
and the B5 is dung forward with
absolute disregard for its 1720kg kerb-
weight. Throttle responseis sharp and
wonderfully dependent onthe angle of
the accelerator pedal.

The Alpinawill hit 62mphin 4.7sec,
but beyond 100mph it seemsto digin
again, the numbers flashing up onthe




head-up display (borrowed from the
M5, it projects information onto the
windscreen) as fast as the electronics
can show them. Thewhole experience
is utterly addictive and overlaid with a
pure V8 howl, devoid of any annoying
supercharger whine.

TheB5isasupremeovertaker, gob-
bling whole chains of dower traffic
with asingle burst in third gear. It'sthe
massive 5161b ft of torque that makes
the difference an M5 driver (with
‘only' 3841b ft at their disposal) would
have to be ragging their car to within
aninch of itslifeto keep up.

The ZF six-gpeed auto 'box gets
strengthened first and second gears, a
new torque converter and repro-
grammed software. It's idea in a car
like this, never caught in the wrong

gear and shifting smoothly. And with
Alpinas switchtronic function you can
change gear using the precise buttons
on the back of the thin, elegant steer-
ingwhedl. Like the Aston DB9's auto,
the B5's does aremarkable imperson-
ation of amanual when required.
Smooth, icy roads makejudging the
Alpinds chassis tricky. Nevertheless,
the B5 feds like it makes the most of
the 5-series talented underpinnings.
Using M-Power springs with modified
BMW dampers, the suspension is
dightly softer than an M5's (likethe M-
car it avoids run-flat tyres), but body
control is excdllent and the steering - a
touch lighter than the M's - wonderfully
precise: the B5 immediately putsyou at
ease. After the endless fiddling with
settings in the M5 (the gearbox alone

B!’sstaeri-gislighterﬂnanﬂ!'sbutjaspreeise;-ﬂx-speedzram‘bmmndnrﬂwinalloﬁ

jumpinand driveawel set-up car.
Road noiseis remarkably low, con-

sidering thewidelow-profiletyres,and

onthefew sectionsof rough Tarmac on
our test route the B5 seems pleasingly

absorbent. There's no limited-dip diff

at themoment, soittendstospinasin-
glerear whed rather than drift, but one
will probably be offered as an option.

If you're contemplating buying a
super-saloon next year, it's imperative
you try a B5. Alpina expects it to be
priced dosetothe M5 at just over £60k.
Giventhechoice, I'd rather havethe B5.
It'smore comfortable, its power ismore
accessible, and the 5-series has never
looked better than when adorned with
Alpindsretro-cool graphics.
AdamTowler
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New cars

offers 11 shift modes), it'sgreat justto |

FOR Devastating performance,
handling, quality

AGAINST Still a 5-series — meaning
unusual styling and iDrive

HANDLING/RIDE

£62,000 (est) |

Price

On sale in UK March 2005 |
Top speed 186mph |
0=62mph 4.7sec |
MPG na
CO:z emissions na
Insurance group na
Engine V8, 4398cc, supercharged
Power 493bhp at 5500rpm
Torque 5161b ft at 4250rpm
Power to weight 286bhp per tonne
Compression ratio 9.0:1
Installation

Front, longitudinal, rear-wheel drive
Transmission 6-speed Switchtronic
Steering Rack and pinion, hydraulic
power assistance

Suspension front/rear
MacPherson struts, coil springs,

anti-roll bar/multi-link, coil springs
Brakes front/rear

374mm vent'd discs/370mm vent'd discs
Wheels front/rear

8.5J x 19in/9.5J x 19in, alloy

Tyres front/rear 245/40 ZR19/
275/35 ZR19 Michelin Pilot Sport 2
Dimensions

Length 4841 mm Width 1846mm |
Height 1468mm Wbase 2888mm |
Weight 1720kg Fuel tank 70 litres
Available from Sytner Nottingham, |
Lenton Lane, Nottingham NGT7 2AX;
0115934 1414

STYLING
M-division side skirts and front/rear valances |
make BS the best-looking 5-series yet. |
ENGINE *khhk |
Massive punch, lightning response but then

quiet and cultured when it needs to be, l

*kk k¥ |
Slightly softer than the M5, yet still agile. |
Binning the run-flat tyres benefits the ride. |

BRAKES L2 & 5 od
Taken from 760i — deal with B5's lower
weight with no problems.

CABIN QUALITY £ 2 & & 544
Cabin already good: your wallet decides how
much sublime wood and leather Alpina adds.

as a standard Five.

sacrificing product quality.

PRACTICALITY *ok ki
More spacious than the old B10, and as good

VALUE FOR MONEY % %% i |
Big money, but then staggering performance |
and top-notch quality.

SO WHAT DO WE THINK?

B5 makes a credible super-saloon, combining
the best bits of BMW M5 and Mercedes E55
AMG. Buying individuality no longer means




